
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 481 

gives US in a brief way the instances and cases which gave rise 
or have reference to the proposition of law appHcable thereto. 
These propositions are stated concisely, and in heavy type 
precede the more general discussion. The side notes are 
unusually complete and furnish the ambitious reader with 
exhaustive references to the more elaborate works of other 
writers, to historical documents and to reported cases. Of 
the latter there is a full list accompanying the table of con- 
tents. It may be safely said that this work, accompanied by 
a good collection of cases, such as Cobbett's, cannot fail to 
accomplish its purpose. W. S. Ellis. 



The Road Rights and Liabilities of Wheelmen. By 
George B. Clementson of the Wisconsin Bar. Chicago: 
Callaghan & Co. 1895. 

Now that human beings have discarded their ancient classifi- 
cation by sexes and may be seriously said to consist of (i) 
those who do and (2) those who do not ride bicycles, it is 
eminently proper that the enthusiastic members of the wheel- 
ing fraternity (and sisterhood) should learn something as to 
their legal status and appreciate the fact that they have 
liabilities as well as rights. This good work has been under- 
taken by the author of this little book, who is, as far as we 
know, the pioneer of this branch of legal literature, and it 
cannot be denied that his efforts are deserving of great credit. 
Mr. Clementson has not permitted his confessed fondness for 
the "bike" to bias his sense of fairness or blind his legal 
acumen. He realizes that the numerous class for whose 
instruction his work is designed require restraint more than 
encouragement. He warns them not to disregard the rights 
of others unless they are prepared to have their own ignored > 

When we consider the short time since bicycling has 
become the craze it now is, and how changed is the condition 
of things to the driver, rider, or pedestrian, with the swiftly 
moving machines gliding noislessly through the crowded 
thoroughfares of the city, or in battalions along such country 
roads as are sufficiently well paved for their use, it is not 
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surprising that those who cHng to the more time honored 
means of progression have found some difficulty in adapting 
themselves to the new regime, and are inclined to feel that the 
bicycle is claiming more than it is lawfully entitled to. It is 
not fair, however, to condemn the whole class for the mistakes 
of its untrained or over zealous members, and after all it is 
usually the bicyclist who suffers the damages in accidents on 
the road. 

As Mr. Clementson shows, the bicycle is a "carriage" 
(generically termed) and as such has the same right to the use 
of the public highway (legislative prohibitions excepted) as any 
other vehicle, and is of course subject to the same restrictions. 
There is, however, one important practical distinction between 
the rider of a wheel and the rider or driver of a horse, which, 
we think, courts should remember, or at least which should 
be taken into consideration in the trial of any question of 
conflict between the two, and that is, that while the motions of 
the former are the result of his own will alone, those of the 
latter are to some extent dependent upon the tractability of his 
animal, and its quickness in responding to his wishes. 

The question of tolls is one which cannot yet be said to be 
settled, and of this the author has little to say. On the whole, 
it is not reasonable, nor consistent with the carriage theory, 
that bicyclists should be exempt from contributing to the 
maintenance of turnpikes whose smooth surface they so much 
frequent and on which they expect the same privileges of right 
of way, etc., as are enjoyed by horsemen ; while, on the other 
hand they cannot be expected to pay the same rates as wagons. 
It is respectfully suggested that the rule requiring bicycles 
and saddle horses to pay the same fee be universally adopted. 

Mr. Clementson's book is of the "popular" class of legal 
publications, being Intended primarily for the lay reader. 
We cannot say too much for the thorough yet concise way in 
which the subject has been treated, nor for the exceptionally 
well chosen language with which it is presented to the reader. 

W. S. Ellis. 



